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David Staples. Abenit= Oty Speake roy 
He developed an interest in the pycnogonida (sea spiders) after 
collecting a specimen from Western Port Bay in 1970. In 1972 he 
received a C.S.I.R.O. Science and Industry grant to assist ina 
study of the septamatics and ecology of the group and in 1979 he 
was appointed an Honorary Research Associate in Invertebrate 
Zoology of the Museum of Victoria, 

He has published several papers in scientific journals, written 
"popular" articles for magazines and contributed to text books 
on the subject. 

He has participated in Museum expeditions to the Bass Strait 
Islands, the Cobourg Peninsular (N.T.), and collected from the 
waters off Gove(N.T.), New Zealand and Norfolk Island, as well 
as numerous localities around our south-eastern coastline, 

Being able to observe, photograph and collect specimens in their 
natural habitat has afforded David a fascinating insight into 
the life history of these animals. 


VOVEMBiER waCURsSTONS 


sunday Oh. Bamgani Forest Block. iis excursion 
was originally pianned as a half day 

outing but will now be a full day event 
The morning meeting places will be at 
Crockers Corner at 9.30 am or the 
l.eredith Post Office at 10.00 am: 
departure from Crockei's Corner for the 
afternoon session will be at 1.30 pm. 
in addition to general observations a 
Koala Survey will be recorded during 
the day. 

saturday 15th.i@nfield FPorest. This will be a half 
day excursion, departing from Crockers 
Corner at 1.30 pm. 


COMMETIEE Mieb prin 


This months meeting will be held at the home of 
Marg:.ret and Carry Dowling at Learmonth, at 8 ypu 
oa siednesday, |-ov. 20. The convoy will lepart from 


12 Pleasant St. Sth. at 7.30 pm. 
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ANIMAL WELFARE - John Clements 


ANIMAL WELPARI = Jonn Clements 0 

At our October meeting John posed a number of 
questions to challenge our thoughts on some =: 
controversial issues relating to the treatment of 
animalse Some lively discussion resulted, particul- 
arly when attitudes on killing of animals in the 
wild were addressed. Here are some of the questions 
discussed. --— 

Just what do we mean by animal welfare? 

Is it a phrase we use to cover the exist nce of 
National Parks, without management to the detriment 
of our rarer species? 

Do we let foxes and cats breed up in these areas 
until they are in plague proportions, or do we 
have selected shooters to rid us of these pests? 

Are blood sports something that appeals to 
people as it gets the adrenalin flowing? 

There is ample evidence to suggest some of the 
banned blood sporting “events" are still carried on 
in secrete 

Should we allow hunting? is culling Kangaroos 
hunting, or should we just leave nature and starv- 
ation to take over, If we object to furs from 
foxes and rabbits or animals bred for the fur trade, 
why do we insist on leather footwear, leather bags 
and leather belts? 

Why were Koalas protected first in 1883? Was it be 
because they were rare or endangered? The real 
reason was that they were cuddly and cute: It was 
suggested no one would want to cuddle a Hyena: 


Should birds be kept in cages or animals in Zoos? 
Recently Pere David Deer were returnedto China, 
where they were extinct, from a private zoo in 
England; so the world still has these beautiful 
animals. é 

There is a list of animals we kill for food. Is 
thig because they are pests or they are dangerous? 

There is no doubt that there are some killed 
for necessity. What we should rise up against is 
cruelty. If animals have to be killed the process 
should be to kill as quickly as possible. Thus 
steel jawed traps should not be considered at all. 

John's thoughts were very challenging and we were’ 
pleased to have him for our guest speaker once “agains 


OCTOBER 25th EXCURSION, NEWSTEAD 


Thirteen hundred acres of sheer delight -— lush 
green rolling hills - dams of all shapes and sizes, 
two huge ones that hundreds of waterbirds take refuge 
in - cleverly treated creeks that were once badly 
eroded eyesores, are now picturesquely planted 
with tamerisks, pampas grass, etc and much to the 
delight of many members beautiful big and perfect 
mushroom s for the taking. 

Lovely areas of bushland - this is the property of 
Mr and Mrs Jim Ebery of Newstead. 12 members, Mr 
and Mrs Ebery, Mr Don Balfour (who was responsibjJ.e 
for this excursion), Mr Alan Hartup ( well known ‘bird/ 
Nature photographer) and Mrs Joan Butler (well 
known "birdo" -} spent a magical, relaxing day 
firstly in a piece of bushland abutting the 
property; an excellant bird watching area. As we 
left the cars there were lots of nice little clumps 
of hibertya, helichrysms, chocolate lillies, tiny 

Leptorhynchos and in the paddock plenty of Acacia 
paradoxia. 

Red wattlebirds squawked, and then the Rufous 
Songlark, White Plumed and Yellow Winged Honeyeaters 
made their presence felt, [here was great excitement 
when Painted Honeyeaters, Mistletoe Birds, Yellow 
Rob ins, Rufous Whistler, White-winged Triller and 
Brown Headed Honeyeaters were founde We had a 
marvellous view of a nest with Yellow Robin feeding 
young. 

Eastern and Crimson Rosellas, Restless Flycatcher, 
Blue Wrens, Kookaburras, Magpie, Striated Pardalote, 
Yellow Rumped Thornbill, Galah, Dusky Wood Swallow, 
and if you're getting a little bit bored - listen 
to this — we watched for quite sometime Diamond — 
Firetails building their nest, and a little later 
several Rainbow Birds were sightedJ 

My notes mentioned Rabbit,Bulbine Lily, Dianella, 
Raven,Welcome Swallow, Cut-moth and stingers in ~ 
that order; then we went back to the caps fof our 
lunche 

From there Mr Ebery led us across the paddock in 
our cars towards one of the big dams where we saw 
Whitefaced Heron, Black Duck, and Mountain Duck. 
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From there we walked through another bush area. 
Wedge Tailed Eagles had nested high in a tree ¢{ may 
pe abandeded). Brown Treecreeper, Fuscus Honeyeatey, 
Grey Thrush, Oriole calls, Red Rumped Parrots and a 
few small flowers were seen here and there. {hen 
into another bush paddockwhere thousands of Musk 
Orchids were in flower,also Waxlips, Pink Fingers, 
Chocolate Lillies, Pimelea, Stylidiums, Acacia 
acinacea, Tetratheca, Stackhousia and many others. 

A Pallid Cuckoo was heard as we crossed another 
grassy paddock and by this time our young Harry 
Buttler of the day —Damien — had notched up four 
scorpion412 large centipedes and a skink, among 
otherse 

Next dam sported 2 Swans, Black Cormorant and we 
stopped to admire the beautiful views across to 
Cairn Curren, Maldon, “nt. Tarrengower and Mnt 
Alexander,to name some. 

Therewere Cuckoo Shrikes and Magpie Larks around 
heree Some large old Casuarinas and Eucalypts 
scattered in this paddock completed a glorious 
picture with Fairy Martins and Sulphur Crested 
Cockatoos and Lapwings adding interest. 

The cars were a very welcome sight after quite 
a walk,and a“cuppa*also welcome. After profuse 
thank yous to the Eberys, Mr Hartup and Mrs Butler 
some of us went back to the Homestead to admire 
the very lovely garden. Atruly delightful day, 
and if we are good little people we are welcome 
to come again{ Special thanks to Don Balfour 
for suggesting such a lovely spot. 

Mr Balfour has a wealbh of knowledge about the 
mining areas of the district and told many stories 
on the way out, but unfortunately this was only 
heard by the folk in my car. 

We also stopped a bit short of our destination 
and viewed an area where a very severe storm 
stripped huge Eucalypts and did untold devastation 
-~ 100 lambs nearby were just never found - an elderl: 
couple were sucked from their car and killed. 

This was featured in the Courier a few years back. 

Florence Williamson. 
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Field Reports — Ce{tbey—- | 


H. Burgess Koala in garden, Moola St. (usually in 
September.) A female with youngjust 
emerged from pouch. 

Le Fink At Cradle Mt. Pencil Pine Lodge 38 
Bushy Tailed Possums, 5 Paddymelons, 
6 Wallabies, 2 Tiger Cats, and 14 Tas. 
Devil. Casmania) 

He Hooper 40 Seagulls at Brown Hill. 

F. Harrap Reported use of nesting boxes at Mt. 
Helen:— Eastern and Grimson Rosellas 

Ke Hammond Fan Tailed Cuckoo in Main St. 

Be Dowling At Learmonth, random €ggs found on 
ground ~ Wild Ducks? 

Je Spicer Black Shouldered Kite in Darling St. 
Redan 


| NEW PUBLIC “LIONS 


"The Distribution and Couservation of Vascular 
Plants iu the Murray Valley area, Victoria," 

by A.C. Beauglehole OAM. 

Tiis is the eleventh of the’ thirteen study areas 

to be conpleted by Cliff Beauglehole, listing the 
distribution of vascular plants throughout the State. 
Tre sectors iicluded in this volume span the area 
from Wangaratta to Kerang and from Euroa to Boort. 

An excellantdetailed map is included. ‘The price is 
8%, available from President Helen. 


"Phe Slater Field Guide to Australian Birds" by 
Veter, Pat and Raoul Slater. Rigby. 1986. 

The introduction states that "Tiis guide seeks to 
provide information in the most compact and portable 
form possible for the 756 birds so far recorded in 
Australia, Tasmania and sea over tle continental 
Shelf." This 11¢em XX 21cm book. certainly fulfils this 
aim and at tiie same time contains concise well sele- 
cted text and excellant illustrations of birds and 


eggs. The neat publication complements and up-dates 
Peter Slater's two popular volumes which have proved 
50 valuable to bird observers during the past six 
teen years. It is an ideal portable reference for 
field identification. Price approx. (630. 
4 G.W.B. 
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W.VeFeNe-CeA- — Maryborough Weekend - 


Although the weekend of October 17-19 drew a lot 
of rain cloud to the Maryborough corner of the 
ranges, it also attracted a good number of Field 
Nats. from the Western Victorian Clubs. There was 
rain aplenty, but the evenings and meal times 
spent within the cosy confines of the Maryborough 
shared Clubhouse (on the Timor Rd )and the botanical 
observations during the excursions made this a 
memorable weekend. 

A rather special and significant event was 
experienced on the Friday evening. <A series of 
fascinating slides of photographs of orchids and 
other bush flora and scenes, produced by the late 
Bdgar Pescott in the 1920's, were shown. To 
complement this, the informal commentary by Dr Jim 
Willis and Cliff Beauglehole, who were in the 
audience, was an education in itself? The item 
for Saturday evening was equally absorbing. 

Dr Willis spoke on the natural history of off 
shore islands -— from Rottnest to Green Island - with 
excellent illustrations from his own photography. 

Whilst the birds were very scarce in the wet 
conditions of the excursions there was much to see 
on the ground. 

The Paddy's Ranges in its second spring after the 
devastating fires provided a wonderful array of . 
flora. Masses of Caladenia (Hooded in particular), 
Brown Beards,and Diuris orchids were to be seen 
amongst the general array of colour. 

Additional interest was created by visits to the 
Aboriginal rock wells in Bull Gully and the Aborig- 
inal rock arraagements, including the 30 metre 
boomerang shape, at Carisbrook..This proved to be 
a weekend full of interest and good fellowship 
with Field Naturalists of the 'Western half'. 
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.( Family siyrtacese } 


Ceriinuede — 


Stringy ourk Group - ourk thick, long fibrous strands - hence nume "stringyourk". 


oveciss Tree & dark _dult Leaves Juvenils i. suds and fruit 
—faeeee i EEA £8 34+ | LA (| | ——nnnsnemememnee 


Sessile, 
Opposite 

then altern- 
ate, OVats, 
margin wavy. 
Very young l. 
and stems 
huiry. 


retiolate, ult 
ernate- oroud- 
lanceolate. 


inficrescence axillsry, 
7 or more flowers. fre 
unclesstout. suds cedic- 
sls warty. Gperculum 
Gemisghericxl or conicel. 
Fruit sessile or =liost 
$0. siemiseherical- ri 
thick, vulves exsertec. 


Usually a tree 
nere, out muy 
Se a mallee. 
surk orown=- not 
as loose us 
-eSSimate. 
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srown Stringy- 
oark 


Sessile or inflorescence uxillury 
almost so, 7 or more flowers. ved 
OVate, wavy uncles flattened up to i.d 
inrgin. em long. suds pediceli_te- 
Sarly leaves operculum pointed | oeuxea; 
may oe hairy. ,*ruit pedicellute, eloo- 
[irene disc orond, «ascendi 
ing. Valves 3 exserted. 
—( mscrorhyncs #large v6xk}) 
Short petiolés 
Cpposite for ; Intl. axillery, ii or 
a Tew pairs. flowers. reduncies sl. 


Smell to med. cetiolate, 
sized tree- mainly elternate, 
on ary stony lanceolate. 
ridges. iirk grey] Veins my ve 
outside red-orowi}| conspicuous. 
inside. SL. glossy. 


4.e macrarhynca 


red Stringsy- 
bark 


setiolute, 
alternate. suse 
of leaf meets 


Smull to very 


se ooliqua 
tall forest tree. 


wessiate very common. 
stringyourk sark rough, us. stem at differ-| sroudly ovate| angulur or flattened. 
g < 


out soon osc-| suds pedicellute, cluo- 

ome petiolate. shaped. Cperculum neiiis; 4 
srical wita a smull point. 
fruit pedicellute, ourrel 
snapped. Disc narrow 

. descending, /aktves emetored. 


ent soints 
{ odligue } 
oroud= lanceol- 
ate. 


sl reddish - very 
stringy 


